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ASIA-PACIFIC AREA

VIOLENCE AND CENSORSHIP ON THE RISE IN ASIA

Violence and impunity persist 

in Pakistan, Afghanistan and 

Philippines, more repression 

in Sri Lanka, Vietnam and 

China

In Afghanistan th) and Pakistan st), 

-

-

In the Philippines th

-

massacre made it clear that the response of the 

-

lence in Bangladesh th) and Nepal th), 

-

-

sive control over the media and the Internet.In 

-

-

Authoritarianism and 

ambivalence at the bottom  

of the index

China

and cyber-dissidents in prison than any other 

-

in sight.

-

-

-

from covering most of the events that threate-

ned China’s stability or might have given it a 

negative image.   

Vietnam nd

-

the government.
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Asia-Pacific area

In Sri Lanka rd), the stranglehold of the 

-

ted more than ever to self-censorship by almost 

Burma th

-

-

In North Korea th

the dominance of the  military machine and the 

for optimism.  

At the top, the good boys  

turn bad

New Zealand’s fall 

Hong Kong th

-

in government policy.

In Australia th

Japan nd

-

sive restrictions and exposed the limits of the 

 

Causes for concern

In India st

-

-

vide positive coverage. 

In Indonesia

th

control the media and Internet have prevented 

the development of a freer press.

Illegal detention and intimidation in Mongolia 
th) and the Maldives rd

an Islamic affairs ministry bent on imposing the 

Sharia to the detriment of free expression. 


